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BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONER’S MEETING
Monday, December 2", 2024
224 Seminary Street
Kenansville, N.C. 28349

The Duplin County Board of Commissioners met at 6:00 p.m. on Monday, December 2™,
2024 in the Commissioners Room located at 224 Seminary Street, Kenansville, N.C.

Present: Commissioners: Dexter Edwards; Elwood Garner; Jesse L. Dowe, I1I; Wayne
Branch; and Justin Edwards.

Also Present: Bryan Miller, County Manager; Carrie Shields, Deputy County Manager;
Tim Wilson, County Attorney; Chelsey Lanier, Finance Officer; Jaime W. Carr, Clerk to the
Board; and Jasmine Savage, Administrative Specialist.

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Edwards.
Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance

Invocation was given by Reverend A.J Connors, Mayor for the Town of Warsaw. Mayor
Connors then led those in attendance in the pledge of allegiance to the flag of the United States
of America.

ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING AGENDA

Jaime W. Carr, Clerk to the Board, appeared before the Board to conduct the Oath of
Office Ceremony for Re-Elected County Commissioner, Mr. Elwood Garner, District I.

Chairman Edwards appeared before the Board to conduct the Oath of Office Ceremony
for Re-Elected County Commissioner, Mr. Jesse L. Dowe, III, District IV.

Honorable Mario White, District Court Judge, appeared before the Board to conduct the
Oath of Office Ceremony for Re-Elected County Commissioner, Mr. Wayne E. Branch, District
V.

Jaime W. Carr, Clerk to the Board, appeared before the Board to conduct the election of a
new Chairman and Vice-Chairman to serve the Board of Commissioners for 2025.

Motion was made by Commissioner Garner, seconded by Commissioner J. Edwards,
carried unanimously, to elect Dexter B. Edwards as Chairman of the Duplin County Board of
Commissioners for the ensuing year.

Motion was made by Commissioner J. Edwards, seconded by Commissioner D. Edwards,
carried unanimously, to elect Elwood Garner as Vice-Chairman of the Duplin County Board of
Commissioners for the ensuing year.

Jaime W. Carr, Clerk to the Board, appeared before the Board to request the adoption of a
Resolution Establishing Regular Meeting Schedule for the Duplin County Board of
Commissioners for calendar year 2025.
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&0 0 freyMotion was made by Commissioner Garner, seconded by Commissioner Branch, carried
“ unanimously, to adopt a Resolution Establishing the Regular Meeting Schedule for the Duplin
County Board of Commissioners and Authorize the Chairman to Sign.

Approval of the Meeting Agenda

Chairman Edwards asked if the members of the Board approved the proposed meeting
agenda, and if any Board Member, County Manager, or Clerk to the Board wished to make any
changes or additions to the agenda. No changes and/or additions were made.

Motion was made by Commissioner J. Edwards, seconded by Commissioner Branch,
carried unanimously, to approve the meeting agenda as presented.

Approval of the Minutes — Governing Body

Motion was made by Commissioner Branch, seconded by Commissioner J. Edwards,
carried unanimously, to approve the minutes of the November 18", 2024 Board of
Commissioners meeting as presented.

REGULAR MEETING AGENDA

CONSENT AGENDA

Chairman Edwards asked if members of the Board approved the proposed consent
agenda, and if any Board Member, County Manager, or Clerk to the Board wished to make any
changes or additions. No changes and/or additions were made.

Motion was made by Commissioner J. Edwards, seconded by Commissioner Garner,
carried unanimously to approve consent agenda items as listed: Budget Amendments Journal
Entry Proof; Tax and Solid Waste Releases - #22470 - #22500; Adopt a Resolution Appointing
Jessica Helms as a Deputy Finance Officer; Approve a Software as a Service Agreement
Between Tyler Technologies, Inc. and Duplin County and Authorize the Chairman to Sign;
Approve the No Overdue Tax Statement Required for the Cowan Museum of History & Science
to Receive Funds Awarded by the North Carolina Science Museums Grant Program and
Authorize the Chairman and Finance Officer to Sign; Schedule a Public Hearing for January 6%,
2025 to Receive Public Comments Regarding a Request Submitted by Dean and Vivian Brown
to Name Two (2) Lanes at Cipher Green RV Park off of John Williams Evans Road; Queen Kate
Lane and Cipher Lane in Accordance with the Duplin County Addressing and Road Naming
Ordinance; Approve the Grant Agreement Between Duplin County Economic Development
Commission and the North Carolina Tobacco Trust Funds; Authorize Scotty Summerlin,
Economic Development Commission Director to Sign; and Authorize the Associated Budget
Amendment; Approve the No Overdue Tax Statement for Duplin County Economic
Development Commission as Required by the North Carolina Tobacco Trust Fund Commission
and Authorize the Chairman and County Manager to Sign; Approve the Bond for Anita Marie
Savage, Register of Deeds.

ITEMS TO BE MADE PART OF MINUTES
Administrative Budget Amendment Journal Entry Report

AGENDA

Public Comments
No public comments.
End Public Comments

Bryan Miller, County Manager, appeared before the Board to conduct a public hearing to
receive public comments regarding the consolidation of the Duplin County Health Department
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and the Duplin County Department of Social Services into one department, the Department of
Health and Human Services ‘

Chairman Edwards opened the Public Hearing,.

Allene Carr-Greer, Chairman of the Duplin County Board of Health, appeared during the
public hearing to express the Board of Health’s concerns related to the perceived impact of
consolidation of the Health Department and the Department of Social Services.

Beth Ricci, retired Duplin County Health Department Nursing Director, appeared during
the public hearing to inform the Board of the new powers they would assume, that are currently
assigned to the Board of Health, if they decide to consolidate.

Hla Davis, retired Duplin County Health Director, appeared during the public hearing to
express her concerns over consolidating the Health Department and the Department of Social
Services and she asked the Board to really take a lot of time to consider this decision before they
make a change.

Regina Lanier appeared during the public hearing to propose different questions for the
Board to consider before consolidating and she went on to say that that if consolidation occurred
she would support a Board of County Commissioners who highly valued the opinions of a Board
of Health that is composed of medical professionals who make it their job to oversee and guide
the local Health Department and if the Board of Health’s voice was minimized there may be a
potential for the Health Department to become less concerned with and less empowered to
respond to public health needs in the community.

Andrew Justice, Duplin County Health Department Medical Director, appeared during
the public hearing and informed the Board of services that the Health Department provides now
due to a Health Director that has a vision and who can think out of the box for ways to provide
these services, as well as a Board of Health pushing them to look for innovative ways to provide
these services. Dr. Justice also stated that if consolidation occurs, the Board of Health’s voice
could be diminished and that the health of the whole population now would rest on the Board of
County Commissioners.

Yesenia Cuello, NC Fields Executive Director, appeared during the public hearing to
express how consolidating the Health Department and the Department of Social Services could
impact specific groups of people, such as the elderly, uninsured, and Non-English-speaking
people in the County who rely mainly on services performed by the Health Department which
could therefore affect the economy of the County.

Kraig Westerbeek, Duplin County Board of Health member, appeared during the public
hearing to ask that the Board focus on whether this move is in the best interest of the citizens of
Duplin County, because why fix something that is not broken, and went on to state that the
Health Department does a great job serving the citizens of the County.

Lecia Reardon appeared during the public hearing to express her concerns on how the
next pandemic might be handled if consolidation of the Health Department and the Department
of Social Services occurs.

Dr. Chad Kornegay, Duplin County Board of Health member, appeared during the public
hearing to state that he did not feel like consolidating the Health Department and the Department
of Social Services was the right move for the County.

Debbie Murphy appeared during the public hearing to express her concerns on how
communicable diseases might be handled if consolidation of the Health Department and the
Department of Social Services occurs.

Chairman Edwards closed the Public Hearing.

Gary Rose, Tax Administrator, appeared before the Board to request the adoption of the
Schedule of Values for the 2025 Duplin County Revaluation.
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Motion was made by Commissioner Dowe, seconded by Commissioner Branch, carried
unanimously, to adopt the Schedule of Values for the 2025 Duplin County Revaluation with the
changes as presented.

Bryan Miller, County Manager. appeared before the Board to request the adoption of an
amended Solid Waste Management Ordinance.

Motion was made by Commissioner Garner, seconded by Commissioner Dowe, carried
unanimously, to adopt the Amended Solid Waste Management Ordinance as presented and
authorize the Chairman to Sign.

Mr. Bryan Miller, County Manager, appeared before the Board to make
announcements/comments.

Motion was made by Commissioner Dowe, seconded by Commissioner Branch, carried
unanimously, to go out of regular session and into closed session for legal matters pursuant to
NCGS § 143-318.11(a)(3).

Motion was made by Commissioner Garner, seconded by Commissioner Branch, carried
unanimously, to go out of closed session and back into open session.

Motion was made by Commissioner Garner, seconded by Commissioner Dowe, carried
unanimously to adjourn until Monday, December 16, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. for a Commissioners
Meeting at the Administrative Building, located at 224 Seminary Street in Kenansville, N.C.

Jaifne W. Carr
Clerk to the Board
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with attachments once approved:

Instructions for what to do

etc. prior to board meeting and give all copies to

on any

Note: Please have all

Trisha-Ann Hoskins by the agenda deadline. Remember, one original will be retained for the minutes.
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SENDA SERVICES
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OUEL(N COUNTY CHUD SUPPORT

MDNTHLY 8EPORT
TOTAL CHILD SUPPORT COLECTED 5 439,00745.
TUTAL AGSENT PARENT CASES 25
TOTALCLFNTS SFRVED 1645
TOTAL CHILOREN SERVED 2388

QREAKDOWN OF CASE A FOLLOWS.

ENHORCEMENT 0e
a1
a1
91

GOUG LOCATES COMPLETED/SYSTEM AN MANUAL s

ORDERS ESTABLISHED/MODISTED

AV VOLUNTARY SUPPORT AGREEMENT/CIVL ®
MODIFICATIONS 13
REVIEWS/NO MOD. HEEDED o

WAL s
PATERNITY ESTABUSHED &
GEMETIC TEST COMPLETED {LAB CORP} s
GENEC TEST COMPLETED ((annie) °
ENVORCEMENT ACTIONS (CTHER] %
WAGE WITHHODING ESTABLISHED 06
NTERSTATE ACTRATY
AL USA ACHON MARET 2
OROEAS SENT HOR REGISTRATION 1
GENERAL STATUS REQUEST MAMER/ELECTRONIC 61
ENFORCEMENT STATUS REQUEST MAED 5
REQUEST FOR KEVIEWS TXT OVNER STATE 2
CHANGE OF PAYEE/REDIRECTION 1
QRERS RESISTERED 2
ADERS ESTABUSHED 0
TGTAL CUENT SN IN V-G &2
TGIALVISITORS N (-0 H
SHOW CAVSES AND DRDERS [OR ARKEST IS5UED IN COUNTY 7
SHOW CAUSES AND DRDERS FOR ARREST SERVED IN COUNTY 53
SHOW CAUSES SENT BY REGULAR MATL IN.COUNTY 5
SHOW CAUSE AND ORDERS PO ARREST RETURNED NOT SERVED 1N COUNTY 1§
SHOW CAUSES AND DROCR FOR ARREST 15SUE0 DUT OF CUUNTY E
SHOW CAUSES ANG DRDER FOR ARREST SERVED GUT OF COUNTY 3
SHOW CAUNES SENT BY REGULAR MAWL GUT OF COUNTY 3

SHOW CAUSES AN ORDER FOR ARREST RETURNED NOT SERVED 0uT OF COUNTY s




